research. Also, the symposium series continued to offer unparalleled opportunities for networking and exchange of ideas, leading to scientific collaborations, resources sharing, and strategic planning for multi-and inter-disciplinary approaches to environmental and public health research.
Building on the foundation of the first (2004) Detailed information on each of these topics has been previously published [1] . The symposium attracted 298 participants from 21 countries representing all five continents. A total of 199 scientific presentations were made across the disciplines of environmental health, biomedical and clinical sciences, and public health. As listed above, the scientific program was composed of seven plenary sessions where oral/plenary presentations were given by forty two invited speakers. In addition, there were two poster sessions-one for faculty and professional scientists, and one for students that included awards for best posters presentations at four levels of the educational pipeline including high school, undergraduate, master's and doctorate levels. Three certificates and prizes (first, second and third) were awarded for each education level.
Original contributions were solicited on relevant areas of interest to environmental research and public health. Authors were asked to access the journal's website and submit their full length manuscripts. These manuscripts were processed and sent out for peer-review by environmental and public health experts in their respective fields. A rigorous peer-review process was conducted as previously described [1] , and according to the high publication standard of International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health [2] .
I wish to extend special thanks to Dr. Richard E. Price (Retired Chief of the Division of Environmental Processes and Engineering, Environmental Laboratory at U.S. Army Engineer Research and Development Center-ERDC) for serving as Distinguished Speaker for the Biomedical Sciences and Health Information Lecture Series that is held in conjunction with the Symposium. Dr. Price presented the mission and strategic goals of ERDC; a unique organization designed to conduct highly focused research and to develop technologies that support the U.S. Corps of Engineers, the Department of Army, and the Nation. He also provided valuable information on specialized ERDC research and training in the areas of contaminants assessment and remediation. Other plenary presentations and keynote addresses were made by prominent biomedical and environmental health scientists with research expertise in cancer, diabetes, HIV/AIDS, infectious and parasitic diseases, cardiovascular diseases, neurodegenerative diseases, gene-environment interactions, nanoscience and
